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In contexts of protracted intrastate conflicts, in which people have often experienced loss, hate and
trauma, it may appear difficult to reconcile and transform violence. However, sometimes—perhaps
after months, perhaps after generations—turning points are reached: people break out of cycles of
violence and re-establish more harmonious human relationships beyond dualistic dividing lines.
Adham Hamed’s research is concerned with the conditions and reasons for when such situations are
achieved. Drawing on transrational peace theory and preliminary findings from narrative interviews
with middle-range leaders in conflict transformation in the context of Colombia, Ethiopia, as well as
Israel and Palestine, the presentation will focus on structural and relational qualities of turning points
in peace processes.

Adham Hamed is a doctoral candidate and research fellow at the Unit for Peace and Conflict Studies
at the University of Innsbruck. He is coordinator of the UNDP project “Education for Peace in the
Iraqi Higher Education System” and co-coordinator of the Austrian Development Cooperation
project “Partnership for Strengthening Institutional Capacity in Peacebuilding and Conflict
Transformation” in Ethiopia. His recent publications include the edited volume Revolution as a
Process: The Case of the Egyptian Uprising and his first monograph Speaking the Unspeakable:
Sounds of the Middle East Conflict. He is currently working on his doctoral dissertation as well as the
German translation of John Paul Lederach’s seminal work The Moral Imagination: The Art and Soul
of Building Peace.
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